
Lou Conter, a member of Father Nicholas 
Phelan Council 1875 was serving on the 
USS Arizona at Pearl Harbor when the ship 
was struck by a Japanese torpedo bomb on 
Dec. 7, 1941, leading to the deaths of more 
than 1,100 servicemen. Today, he is one of 
the ship’s two remaining survivors. In this 
video, Conter recalls that fateful day as well 
as his 28 years of service in the Navy. 
WATCH NOW

Knightline
News for Knights of Columbus

VOLUME 39 • NUMBER 49 • DECEMBER 7, 2021

One year ago this week, Pope Francis declared a Year of St. Joseph “to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole Church to the powerful 
patronage of the Guardian of Jesus.” While the yearlong celebration officially ends Dec. 8, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
St. Joseph remains a model and intercessor for Knights everywhere. This week also marks the 80th anniversary of Imperial Japan’s 
surprise attack on the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, where Knights were among the military personnel bravely serving.
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Tell others about Knightline 
Forward this newsletter to Catholic men interested in the 
Knights, and let them know they can become a member for 
free online at kofc.org/join, using promo code 
MCGIVNEY2020. You can also share your questions, 
feedback and story ideas by emailing knightline@kofc.org.

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for  
information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Evangelization is a call to all Christians to live the faith 
and to share it with others. 

“My question is, do you love the people you see? Do you love the 
people you encounter?” asks Ryan Young, who is featured in the 
Order’s Into the Breach video series. “And if you love them, why 
would you not want them to know the truth and to come into the 
reality of Jesus Christ?” READ MORE 

Witnessing to the Power of Christ

To aid councils and their families in fostering devotion to the Guardian of the Holy Family, the new 
Knights of Columbus-produced documentary St. Joseph: Our Spiritual Father will be available to view 
online at kofc.org/stjoseph starting Dec. 8. Featuring powerful testimonials and interviews with leading 
experts and theologians, the film provides viewers with a glimpse into the life of one of the Church’s 
greatest saints —  and how his spiritual fatherhood remains open to all of us. LEARN MORE

St. Joseph: Our Spiritual Father

Recalling the Attack 
on Pearl Harbor Every year, Knights of Columbus councils 

reaffirm their commitment to the sanctity 
of life while honoring the Blessed 
Mother through the Order’s Silver Rose 
program. Along several routes from 
Canada to Mexico, Knights steward the 
roses and, at each stop, local 
communities pray for the defense of life. 
During the program’s 60th anniversary 

last year, Texas Knights handed off the silver rose to Knights from Mexico at the 
international border in Laredo, Dec. 9, 2020. The silver rose was later present at a 
Mass on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (Dec. 12) at the basilica dedicated to her 
in Monterrey, Mexico. WATCH VIDEO 

Silver Rose at the Border

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opcQc9BDq5o
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/tribunals/apost_penit/documents/rc_trib_appen_pro_20201208_decreto-indulgenze-sangiuseppe_en.html
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:knightline@kofc.org
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2021/week-of-december-6/witnessing-to-the-ower-christ.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/st-joseph/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/st-joseph/index.html
https://youtu.be/SBIhp6zGNU8


God desires us to become saints, his holy ones destined to  
share his eternal joy. Douglas Bushman, theologian and professor 
at the Augustine Institute, put it simply: The meaning of life is  
Jesus Christ. 

“He is the pearl of great price. You would sell everything else in 
order to have your friendship with Jesus,” he said. READ MORE 
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Each year, Knights of Columbus make it a priority to “Keep Christ in Christmas,” promoting the true meaning of the holiday in their 
homes, schools, parishes and local communities. Councils are encouraged to organize events such as Posada celebrations in 
addition to engaging in charitable activities for their neighbors in need.
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Help the Knights of Columbus 
Assist Tornado Victims

In the wake of natural disasters, such as the deadly tornadoes 
that swept across Kentucky and five other states this past 
weekend, the Knights of Columbus Disaster Relief Fund enables 
networks of local Knights to support the immediate needs of 
families, parishes and communities. DONATE HERE

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for  
information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Each year at Christmastime, Knights from Rhode Island collect 
clothing, toiletries and other essential items for veterans in need. 
WATCH VIDEO

Rhode Island Knights Bring 
Veterans Christmas Comforts

Be a Son of the Father

Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund allows individuals to make 
a charitable contribution, potentially receive an immediate tax 
benefit, and then recommend grants from the fund over time. 
By starting a donor-advised fund, you’ll take the first important 
step toward maximizing your giving. LEARN MORE

Are you missing  
an opportunity to maximize  

your charitable impact? 

This fall, Knights distributed coats for schoolchildren on Red Lake 
Reservation in Minnesota, one of the most impoverished 
communities in the state, and an area where winter temperatures 
frequently hit below zero. WATCH VIDEO 

To learn more about the Knights of Columbus Coats for Kids 
program and how you can help, click here.

Minnesota Knights Bring 
the Gift of Warmth

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2021/week-of-december-13/be-son-of-the-father.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/family/keep-christ-in-christmas.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/communications/posada.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/disaster-relief.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQlXSkCcWOA
https://www.knightscharitable.org/en/giving-solutions/individuals/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIIk7wBhZJU
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/coats-for-kids.html


When ISIS began its genocide of Christians in Iraq in 2014, 

Chaldean Knights from Mar Toma Council 10981 in El Cajon, Calif., 

knew they had to do something. They soon began fundraising and 

founded “Hope for Iraqi Christians” to aid displaced families  

and refugees of religious persecution. WATCH VIDEO 

Since 2014, the Order has provided more than $25 million to aid 

persecuted Christians and other religious minorities in the Middle 

East and beyond. With your gift to the Persecuted Christians Fund, 

you can help ensure these communities know they are not alone. 

DONATE 
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As we count our blessings during this holy season, we are reminded of the various ways that the Order serves those in need and 
remains a voice for religious liberty throughout the world. We wish all Knights of Columbus and their families a joyful Christmas and 
grace-filled New Year.
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The Nativity Story
The Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center resumes its 

tradition of showcasing Christmas in art from around the world 

with its exhibition The Nativity Story: Art of the Crèche. Here is 

a look at some of the crèches featured in this show open now 

and through Feb. 6, 2022. LEARN MORE

What will your legacy be? 
Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund can help you plan your 

charitable impact. Contact us today to schedule a consultation 

with one of our associates. CONTACT US | LEARN MORE

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for  
information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Members of John N. Neumann Council 6965 constructed and 

delivered more than 500 handcrafted wooden toys to charitable 

organizations bringing joy to children in need in San Jose, Calif. 

READ MORE

Knights Deliver  
Handmade Toys to Children

Chaldean Knights Bring Hope  
to Iraqi Christians

The Knights of Columbus, guided by the teaching of the Church 

and the popes, actively engaged in a war of ideas for souls and 

nations throughout the 20th century — a war that would 

culminate in the dissolution of the Soviet Union 30 years ago on 

Christmas Day 1991. READ MORE

The K of C Battle Against  
Soviet Ideology

The figures in this Nativity scene were handcrafted in Guadalajara, Mexico, by the 
renowned sculptor Agustín Parra and patterned after a similar set he made for 
Pope Benedict XVI. Since 2011, the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council has 
presented this Nativity scene for the citizens and guests of New Haven, Conn., 
where the Order was founded in 1882 by Blessed Michael McGivney.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAR98D4J8GM
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/life/christian-refugee-relief.html
https://www.michaelmcgivneycenter.org/en/exhibits/the-nativity-story-art-of-the-creche.html
https://www.knightscharitable.org/sec/en/contact/index.html
https://www.knightscharitable.org/en/giving-solutions/individuals/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2021/week-of-december-20/knights-make-handmade-toys-for-children.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2021/december/kofc-battle-against-soviet-ideology.html


When Blessed Michael McGivney founded the Knights of 
Columbus in 1882, many of its first members were — like Father 
McGivney — the children of immigrants, or immigrants themselves. 
Today, even as Catholic men around the world join the Order, a 
growing group within the Church shares a close similarity with 
those very first Knights: Hispanic Catholics in the United States. 
READ MORE
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Strengthened by the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Joseph and Blessed Michael McGivney, Knights will continue to 
serve our parishes and communities with creative courage in the year ahead.
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KnightCast Returns Jan. 4
In a new episode of KnightCast that will premiere Jan. 4, 2022, 
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly reflects on his Oct. 25  audience 
with Pope Francis. Host Jonathan Reyes also interviews the 
Order’s vice president of public policy, Tim Saccoccia, about the 
U.S. Supreme Court case Dobbs v. Jackson and the impact it 
could have on the pro-life movement. LEARN MORE

Unsure where to direct your 
charitable giving this year?

Nearly one-third of charitable gifts each year are made in 
December. If you’re thinking about making a charitable impact 
before the end of the year but haven’t decided which 
organizations to donate to, it might be easier to open a donor-
advised fund with Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund. By 
doing so, you can make your charitable contribution, receive a 
potential tax deduction, and decide later where your grants 
should go. LEARN MORE

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for  
information purposes only. This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Throughout 2021, Knights demonstrated that “where there’s 
a need, there’s a Knight.” Check out this end-of-the-year 
video to gain a glimpse of the Order’s accomplishments over 
the past year. WATCH HERE

Year in Review

Charity, Unity and Fraternidad

On Sunday, Dec. 5, Knights participated in the annual Polar 
Plunge in Staten Island, N.Y., helping to raise funds for Special 
Olympics New York. WATCH HERE

Knights Take the Polar Plunge

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2021/december/charity-unity-fraternidad.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/member-webcasts.html
https://www.knightscharitable.org/en/giving-solutions/individuals/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQcLxp6x_5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Lg_bTxsV2c

