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National celebrations such as Canada Day (July 1) and Independence Day (July 4) remind Knights of their duty to exemplify the virtue 
of patriotism — recognized as the Order’s fourth principle since 1900, with the establishment of the Fourth Degree. In remarks on 
Patriots’ Day last April, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly noted, “Whichever nation he calls home, a brother Knight is a patriot. He serves 
his homeland; he preserves life and liberty; and he proclaims the truth.” 

‘The Joy of Taking Action’
Julio Perez, a married 29-year-old structural design technician, 
serves as grand knight of St. Rose 
Council 16475 in Sacramento, Calif. 
Reflecting on his Knights of Columbus 
leadership experience, he said, “I love 
the fact that our goal is to help 
anyone who’s in need and to help our 
parish priest as much as we can. For 
me, it’s the joy of taking action.”  

WATCH HERE | READ MORE
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‘The Long Haul’
Thousands of boxes of food and essential supplies for people 
displaced by war arrived in Ukraine during May and June via the 
Knights of Columbus Charity Convoy. The Charity Convoy initiative 
began weeks after the Russian invasion, as the Order started 
working with Ukrainian trucking companies to send shipments — 
funded by the Ukraine Solidarity Fund — from warehouses in 
Poland across the border. WATCH HERE | READ MORE

The Medal of Honor is the highest and most prestigious military 
decoration of the U.S. government, given to service members 
who have exhibited “conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty.” Eleven members 
of the Knights of Columbus are among the pantheon of military 
personnel who have received the honor since the award was first 
presented in the American Civil War. READ MORE

Medal of Honor Knights

Knights of Columbus Auburn (N.Y.) Council 207 has honored 
more than 175 U.S. military veterans for their service through 
their program “Operation Enduring Gratitude,” a three-day 
pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. READ MORE  

Enduring Gratitude
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https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:knightline@kofc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlBr0amOVM0
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/may/stepping-up.html#perez
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYgkGJniAZ0
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/july/the-long-haul.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2022/week-of-july-4/medal-of-honor-knights.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2022/week-of-july-4/enduring-gratitude.html
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Pallbearers, including U.S. Marine Christian Garcia, carry the caskets of Irma and Joe Garcia, 
Christian’s parents, after their funeral Mass at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Uvalde, Texas, 
on June 1. Irma, a teacher, was killed in the May 24 shooting at Robb Elementary School, 
and Joe, a member of Uvalde Area Council 3245, died two days later of a heart attack. 
(Chandan Khanna/AFP via Getty Images)

In the face of tragedy, Knights of Columbus work to bring hope and healing to their communities, from the United States to Ukraine. 
After the May 24 shooting at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, Knights in South Texas served meals for participants of a 
candlelight vigil and organized a rosary walk in memory of the victims. Andres Ybarra, grand knight of Uvalde Area Council 3245 
and a local mortician, organized funeral arrangements for many of the victims. “It’s the hardest thing I’ve ever seen,” Ybarra said, 
adding that his faith has been indispensable throughout the experience. 

‘Follow the Path God Has for You’
Victor Fee Greco, 24, was elected grand 
knight of Our Lady of Fatima Council 6391 in 
Inverness, Fla., in 2017 and led it to Star 
Council status two years in a row. Now a 
student at Ave Maria School of Law, Greco 
has served since 2019 as district deputy of 
Florida District #33, which earned a Star District Award for  
2020-2021. Reflecting on his leadership experience, Greco said, 
“My advice for younger Knights is to stay dedicated to your faith, 
stay strong in putting your faith into action, and follow the path 
God has for you.” WATCH HERE | READ MORE 

Knights Coordinate 

Eucharistic Processions

For the feast of Corpus Christi, Knights across the United States 
helped organize processions to promote devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament in their communities, including Great Falls, Va., 
Montebello, Calif., New Roads, La., and Minot, N.D. WATCH HERE  

As part of the Order’s support for the National Eucharistic 
Revival, Knights are prepared to help priests and bishops with 
the logistics and planning of processions so that Jesus Christ 
can be brought to the streets of our communities. For resources, 
visit kofc.org/Eucharist.

Andres “June” Ybarra has two key roles in his community,  
one as grand knight of Council 3245 based at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Uvalde, Texas; the other, as a mortician at 
a local funeral home that prepared the bodies and organized 
funeral arrangements for 16 of the 21 victims. He reflects on 
how God’s presence gave him and the community hope after 
the May 24 shooting at Robb Elementary School. READ MORE

Grace Amid Tragedy

https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:knightline@kofc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJK6z3TeFps
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/may/stepping-up.html#greco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fUZ1KSY1ttc
https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-faith/eucharist.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/july/grace-amid-tragedy.html
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Father Jason Charron, a married Ukrainian Catholic priest and a Knight in Pennsylvania, has traveled to Ukraine twice since the 
war began, first to help evacuate an orphanage and more recently to deliver 4 tons of medicine to contacts there. “My calling as a 
husband, a father, a priest and a Knight all revolve around that central mission of defending the holy things of God,” he said.  
“As Knights, we follow the example of Father Michael McGivney to defend the widow and the orphan.” 

Colorado Knights Aid Victims of 

Devastating Wildfires
On Dec. 30, 2021, wildfires 
swept through neighborhoods 
between Denver and Boulder, 
Colo., destroying more than 
1,000 homes and forcing 
thousands to evacuate. In the 
aftermath, Knights from the 
surrounding communities served meals and organized the collection 
of clothing and basic necessities. Recently, they also rented a local 
theater to offer a free movie night — and a welcome sense of 
normalcy — to families affected by the disaster. WATCH HERE
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Walking Together:  
A Path to Forgiveness and Healing

A recent episode of The W, a conversation series of the 
Windrider Institute, invites audiences to learn from the 
Native American experience and recognize the necessity of 
empathy and grace in healing. Award-winning film producer 
Megan Harrington (pictured right) interviewed Supreme 
Secretary Patrick Mason, a member of the Osage Nation, 
and Father Maurice Henry Sands, a Native American 
belonging to the Ojibwe, Ottawa and Potawatomi tribes, 
about Enduring Faith: The Story of Native American Catholics, 
a 58-minute documentary series that was produced by the 
Knights of Columbus in 2021. READ MORE 

When the invasion of Ukraine began Feb. 24, Father Jason Charron resolved to act — 
specifically to help bring refugees and orphans out of danger. Father Charron, who 
serves as pastor of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in Carnegie, Pa., and is a 
member of St. Raphael the Archangel Council 11143, was in Ukraine two days later, 
leading 22 children out of the country to safety in Lithuania. He later returned to Ukraine 
in June, bringing with him 8,000 pounds of medical supplies. “Our faith,” Father Charron 
said, “obliges us to not only visit the sick as we’re doing with the medical mission, but 
also to heal those invisible wounds that the eye does not see.” WATCH HERE

A Knight’s Mission to Ukraine
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https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:knightline@kofc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoQ0N2w84gQ
https://vimeo.com/showcase/enduring-faith
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/enduring-faith/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2022/week-of-july-18/path-to-forgiveness-and-healing.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXb_l7H8LPk
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Pope Francis arrived in Edmonton, Alberta, yesterday to begin a pastoral visit to Canada that will focus on healing and reconciliation 
between the Church and the country’s Indigenous peoples. Through July 29, the pope will visit sites in Alberta, Québec and Nunavut, 
meeting several times with Indigenous groups, including former students of Catholic residential schools.

St. Joseph on Pilgrimage
The Knights of Columbus 
pilgrim icon of St. Joseph 
has visited more than 400 
parishes since the Order’s 
two-year prayer program 
began last fall. Around 
the world, from France 
(right) to Mexico to Poland 
to the Philippines, the 
icon has brought Knights and parishes together in prayer to this 
powerful saint. WATCH HERE

‘He Loved Life Very Much’ 

The Knight Who Was Chesterton

Walking Together:  
The Papal Visit to Canada Ukrainian helicopter pilot 

Bogdan Dovzhinsky was 
flying a mission to the 
besieged city of Mariupol 
when he was shot down and 
killed May 2. His father and 
mother, Ivan and Olena, pay 
tribute to his courage and 
speak of the hope that 

comes from their faith. “Bogdan loved life very much. He 
loved the sky,” said Ivan, a member of Blessed Nicholas 
Charnetsky Council 16890 in Irpin. “In difficult moments, one 
turns to God.” WATCH HERE

Gilbert Keith Chesterton was one of the most famous English 
writers in the early 20th century — as well as one of the most 
irresistibly quotable literary figures on both sides of the 
Atlantic. When he visited the United States on a speaking 
tour in 1921, he stopped in New Haven, Conn., and met with 
members of the Knights of Columbus. Chesterton so 
treasured the gift he received from them that he chose to 
have it at his side when he entered the Catholic Church 100 
years ago, on July 30, 1922. READ MORE

As Pope Francis  
begins his historic 
visit to Canada, learn 
about the Church’s 
relationship with In-
digenous peoples 
and the role the 
Knights of Columbus 
has played in pre-
paring for the Holy 
Father’s visit. For 

example, Alberta Knights raised more than CA$150,000 to renovate 
Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples (pictured here), a national 
parish for Indigenous Catholics in downtown Edmonton that suffered 
a devastating fire in 2020. The restored and recently rededicated 
church will welcome Pope Francis later today.  

WATCH HERE | READ MORE
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https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:knightline@kofc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8pJxJ79sjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4YNPJb7C9k
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/july/knight-who-was-chesterton.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLy6FcMzxvI
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2022/week-of-july-25/historic-sacred-space.html

