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In observance of Veterans Day and Remembrance Day, we share an inspiring interview with U.S. Army Special Forces Capt. Roger 
Donlon, the first Medal of Honor recipient in the Vietnam war; the story of two Knights who encountered the Missionaries of Charity 
while serving in Afghanistan; and information about the annual Warriors to Lourdes pilgrimage for service members and veterans.

Service Above and Beyond

U.S. Army Maj. Michael Manning was astonished to see the 
familiar blue-and-white saris of the Missionaries of Charity on the 
streets of Kabul when he first deployed to Afghanistan in 2012. 
The longtime Knight now considers his friendship with them, and 
the opportunity to support their work there, one of the most 
important experiences of his 25-year military career. READ MORE 

For more information about the release of Mother Teresa: No 
Greater Love, the Knights of Columbus-produced documentary 
on the heroic life of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, visit  
motherteresamovie.com

In Search of Peace and Healing

Tell others about Knightline 
Forward this newsletter to Catholic men interested in the 
Knights, and let them know they can become a member for free 
online at  kofc.org/join. You can also share your questions, 
feedback and story ideas by emailing knightline@kofc.org.

Warriors to Lourdes, the annual spiritual pilgrimage for active, 
retired and honorably discharged service members co-sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus, is accepting applications for next 
year’s trip until Jan. 15, 2023. Retired Marine Col. Chuck Gallina, 
Knights of Columbus advisor for military and veterans affairs, 
discussed the mission of Warriors to Lourdes in a recent interview 
on Currents News. WATCH HERE | MORE INFORMATION

Capt. Roger Donlon was commanding officer of U.S. Army Special Forces 
Detachment A-726 when the Viet Cong launched a predawn attack on Camp 
Nam Dong in early July 1964. Despite sustaining several injuries, Capt. Donlon 
continued directing defense operations and the rescue of wounded soldiers 
under heavy fire. He went on to become the first Medal of Honor recipient in 
the Vietnam war. READ MORE
U.S. Army Capt. Roger Donlon revisits the camp in Nam Dong, Vietnam, a few months after it was attacked on 
July 6, 1964. (Still from U.S. Army footage / CriticalPast)

Maj. Michael Manning (left) and other service members from the U.S., Great Britain and 
France join the Missionaries of Charity sisters working in Afghanistan in 2013 at the Catholic 
chapel in the Italian embassy. (Photo courtesy of Michael Manning)

‘A Lesson for All of Us’
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https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2022/week-of-november-7/lesson-for-all-of-us.html
https://www.motherteresamovie.com/
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:knightline@kofc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzKUDRdyRK4
https://www.warriorstolourdes.com/en/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/november/service-above-and-beyond.html
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With the observance of World Orphans Day on Nov. 14, we consider ways that Knights of Columbus carry on the mission of our founder, 
Blessed Michael McGivney, to protect widows and orphans, and care for the needy and outcast. In recent months, this mission can 
be seen especially clearly in Poland, where the Order has helped provide a home for refugee children from Ukrainian orphanages. 

Knights Support Ukrainian Orphans Displaced By War

Knights of Columbus in Poland held the 
country’s first Coats for Kids event Oct. 1, 
during Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William Lori’s recent visit there. With 
winter quickly approaching, many 
Ukrainian refugee children need new 
coats, which Archbishop Lori helped to 
distribute at a home for children outside 
Częstochowa. WATCH HERE

After becoming a teacher at St. Junípero Serra High School, Christian Clifford wanted to 
better understand the institution’s patron saint. His initiative blossomed into a project to 
walk the 800-mile California Missions Trail, which connects 21 missions from San Diego 
to Sonoma. His pilgrimage raised awareness about St. Junípero, known as the Apostle of 
California, as well as funds for the Mission San Antonio de Padua, founded by the 
missionary in 1771. And along the way, the Knight of Columbus gained an even deeper 
devotion to the saint whose motto was “Ever Forward, Never Back.” Clifford’s story was 
told in season 3 of Everyday Heroes. WATCH HERE | READ MORE 

Everyday Hero: Christian Clifford

Becoming a Father, Becoming a Saint

Tell others about Knightline 
Forward this newsletter to Catholic men interested in the Knights, and let them know 
they can become a member for free online at  kofc.org/join. You can also share your 
questions, feedback and story ideas by emailing knightline@kofc.org.

In the November 2022 issue of Columbia, acclaimed Catholic author Joseph Pearce 
reflects on the universal call to holiness and the unique way men experience that 
challenge through fatherhood: “Fatherhood leads us to the crossroads where we need 
to choose between the pilgrim path of selflessness or the selfish path of pride,” he writes. 
“One path leads to heaven, and the other to hell. There is no third path.” READ MORE

Following the Russian invasion of Ukraine last February, 
more than 100 children from the cities of Myrne and 
Melitopol were relocated to a retreat center outside 
Częstochowa, Poland. With financial assistance from the 
Knights of Columbus, the local branch of the international 
charitable organization Caritas now operates the center as 
an orphanage, offering love, safety and stability to refugee 
children who have lost everything. Supreme Knight Patrick 
Kelly visited the home and spent time with the children 
there during Holy Week of 2022. WATCH HERE Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly visits Ukrainian children at a retreat center now serving as an 

orphanage outside Częstochowa, Poland, on April 14. (Photo by Sebastian Nycz)

Ukrainian refugee children try on new jackets with 
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori and Father 
Marek Bator, director of Caritas for the Archdiocese of 
Częstochowa. (Photo by Tamino Petelinšek)

Coats for Kids  
Comes to Poland
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=as5hCk4JZlU
https://www.kofc.org/en/videos/everyday-heroes.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2I3V9yaQiYs
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/week-of-september-21/knight-walks-800-miles-junipero-serra.html
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:knightline@kofc.org
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/november/being-a-father-becoming-a-saint.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqSl0eZT6vM
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As Thanksgiving is celebrated in the United States this week and families gather to give thanks for their many blessings, we share 
here stories of Damon and Melanie Owens, who participated in this year’s World Meeting of Families in Rome, and the Little Sisters 
of the Poor, who raised funds for families displaced by the war in Ukraine.

Giving Thanks for Family

Since early 2020, Knights of Columbus in Maryland have been 
making monthly deliveries to local Little Sisters of the Poor 
residences, keeping them stocked with food, cleaning supplies 
and other essential items. When the war in Ukraine broke out  
in February 2022, the sisters decided they wanted to give 
something back. They contributed to the Order’s Ukraine 
Solidarity Fund, which provides humanitarian aid such as 
temporary shelter, food and medical supplies to those displaced 
by the war. WATCH HERE 

Knights of Columbus Chair Installed 

at CUA’s Columbus School of Law
Professor Kevin C. Walsh was installed Nov. 8 as the first Knights 
of Columbus Endowed Professor of Law and the Catholic 
Tradition, a new chair at The Catholic University of America’s 
Columbus School of Law. Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly, who 
serves on the CUA Board of Trustees, addressed university 
president Peter Kilpatrick, Professor Walsh and other dignitaries 
during the installation ceremony in Washington, D.C. READ MORE

Damon and Melanie Owens have been married for 30 years and are 
parents of eight children. Together, they work full time in ministries devoted 
to building up marriages and families, helping couples seek holiness in 
their vocation and promoting the teachings of St. John Paul II. Thanks in 
part to the support of Damon’s brother Knights in St. Patrick Council 15346 
in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, they traveled to Rome with five of their 
children this past summer to be part of the official U.S. delegation to the 
World Meeting of Families. WATCH HERE | READ MORE

When the COVID lockdown left Little Sisters of the Poor in need of basic necessities, Knights of 
Columbus from Council 12127 in Montgomery Village, Md., stepped in to help.

Damon and Melanie Owens, and five of their children, attend the World Meeting of 
Families at the Vatican earlier this year.

A Gift From the Little Sisters
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Photo by Nick Crettier

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly congratulates Professor Kevin Walsh following his installation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oNOcLC9kGE
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2022/week-of-november-21/kofc-chair-installed-cua-columbus-school-law.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-US10pvt3pA
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2022/september/the-gift-of-family-life.html
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“Without my faith, I would be nothing. It has allowed me to be grateful for my life,” affirms Grand Knight Tom Peterson of St. Juan 
Diego Council 12175 in Seattle. Continuing to serve his community despite the challenges of having Lou Gehrig’s disease, Peterson 
gives a powerful witness to the dignity and intrinsic value of every human life. Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly has urged all Knights 
in the United States to likewise offer pro-life witness by participating in the 2023 March for Life in Washington, D.C. 

Supreme Knight Urges Participation in March for Life

Because of his diagnosis with ALS, a 
progressive neurodegenerative disease, 
Tom Peterson wasn’t sure he would be 
able to serve two years as grand knight of 
St. Juan Diego Council 12175 in Seattle. 
However, with the support of his wife, his 

brother Knights and his deep faith, Peterson continues to lead his 
council, encouraging and inspiring those he serves. WATCH HERE

Coats for Kids  

Across the US and Canada

No Greater Love Debuts in Canada

Tell others about Knightline Forward this newsletter to Catholic 
men interested in the Knights, and let them know they can 
become a member for free online at  kofc.org/join. You can also 
share your questions, feedback and story ideas by emailing 
knightline@kofc.org.

Mother Teresa: No Greater Love, the Knights of Columbus-
produced documentary about the inspiring life of St. Teresa  
of Calcutta, made its nationwide debut in Canada Nov. 2-3. 
Missionaries of Charity in Winnipeg, Manitoba, joined local 
Knights at a screening with some of the people they serve. For 
more information about streaming or purchasing the film, visit 
motherteresamovie.com. WATCH HERE

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly invites Knights of Columbus and their 
families to join him at the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., on 
Friday, Jan. 20, 2023 — not only to celebrate the reversal of Roe v. Wade, 
but also to send a clear pro-life message to lawmakers and resist efforts 
to codify legal abortion in federal law. The supreme knight also 
encourages Knights across the United States to support and participate 
in pro-life events at the state level: “Every Knight has a part to play, and 
every council should get involved.” WATCH NOW | MORE RESOURCES

Photo by Spirit Juice Studios

Grand Knight With ALS 

Encourages and Inspires

As temperatures drop, Knights take action! The goal of the Knights 
of Columbus Coats for Kids program is to ensure that no child 
goes without a coat during the winter season. Over the holiday 
weekend in the United States, multiple Knights of Columbus 
councils held events to distribute new winter coats for kids in 
need. Look for extended coverage in next week’s Knightline.

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for information 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGp-0YrFIGI
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
mailto:knightline@kofc.org
https://www.motherteresamovie.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJS_T-z_Juk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTGhYhvmn34
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/life/march-for-life.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/community/coats-for-kids.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/community/coats-for-kids.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/community/coats-for-kids.html

