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News for Knights of Columbus
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly presented the charter for a new college council named for Blessed Michael McGivney during Solemn
Vespers at St. Mary’s Seminary & University in Baltimore, where the Knights of Columbus founder completed his studies for the
priesthood 145 years ago. Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore presided over the Solemn Vespers on April 26,
and in his homily, emphasized that the chartering of the council should re-energize the seminarians and other Knights to seek
Blessed Michael McGivney’s intercession.

In Our Founder’s
Footsteps
Congratulating the new members of Blessed Michael
McGivney Council 17759 during the charter presentation
ceremony, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly said that the
Order’s founder is a model for the spiritual formation of
all Catholic men.
WATCH VIDEO | READ MORE
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Songs of Hope for Ukraine
Danylo and Alexander Fedoryka, members of John Carrell Jenkins
Council 7771 in Front Royal, Va., grew up in an American
household rooted in Ukrainian traditions. Their ﬁrst language was
Ukrainian, and the name of the band they founded some 20 years
ago, Scythian, is a nod to the ancient nomadic empire of Scythia,
a vast region that included modern-day Ukraine. On Feb. 26, the
band performed a livestreamed concert to raise support for the
Order’s Ukraine Solidarity Fund. WATCH VIDEO | READ MORE

Knights in the Philippines
Walk for Life
After two missed years due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Knights
in the Philippines gathered on March 26 for the Quezon City
March for Life. The event was the culmination of a monthlong
pro-life initiative, which also incorporated a novena for life and
a Holy Hour for Life. WATCH VIDEO
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News for Knights of Columbus
A group of U.S. military personnel will have an opportunity for prayer and healing this week in France during the Warriors to Lourdes
pilgrimage sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA. The Order is also sponsoring
a delegation from Ukraine to attend the International Military Pilgrimage. From May 10-16, pilgrims will participate in events including
an international opening ceremony, Masses, visits to the healing baths at Lourdes, and a candlelight vigil that draws tens of
thousands annually from more than 40 nations.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan
Visits Mercy Centers
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Cardinal Timothy Dolan, archbishop of New York, recently led a
delegation that included representatives of the archdiocese and
the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA), for which he
serves as chairman, to Poland, Slovakia and Ukraine. During the
trip, His Eminence visited with displaced Ukrainians and praised
the humanitarian efforts of the Knights of Columbus and other
Catholic organizations. On May 2, he celebrated Mass at the
Order’s Mercy Center in Hrebenne — at the Polish-Ukrainian
border — and visited the Mercy Center at St. Klemens Hofbauer
Parish in Warsaw. Both centers are operated in partnership
with CNEWA. WATCH VIDEO | READ MORE

A Legacy of Healing
Since 2013, the Knights of Columbus has partnered with the
Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA, to sponsor Warriors
to Lourdes, occurring in conjunction with the annual International
Military Pilgrimage. Below are testimonials from pilgrims who
participated in Warriors to Lourdes in the most recent in-person
pilgrimage.
• A Glimpse of Heaven
U.S. Army Capt. Matthew Mayor and his twin brother, Mark,
both have the same military rank, served in combat in
Afghanistan, and are members of the Knights of Columbus.
While participating in Warriors to Lourdes together in 2019,
Matthew recognized that addressing his post-traumatic stress
disorder was not a sign of weakness. WATCH VIDEO
• A Medical Mission
Seeking an opportunity to participate in a medical mission,
Dr. Lance Leclere and his wife, Keri, served as volunteers for
the Warriors to Lourdes pilgrimage. WATCH VIDEO
• Healing Waters
Following major complications during their son’s birth, U.S.
Army Capt. Adam Fisk and his wife, Morgan, were told their
baby would suffer long-term brain trauma. They attribute their
son’s miraculous recovery to Our Lady of Lourdes, and had
the opportunity to give thanks at the international shrine
dedicated to her. WATCH VIDEO
Click here to read more about Warriors to Lourdes and these
pilgrims’ stories.

‘A Sure Guide’
During the Month of Mary, the words of St. John Paul II inspire
Catholics to look to the Blessed Mother amid life’s challenges.
WATCH VIDEO
Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus are provided for
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News for Knights of Columbus
More than 175 active-duty personnel and veterans from the United States military participated in the annual Warriors to Lourdes
pilgrimage from May 10-16 in Lourdes, France. The pilgrimage, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and the Archdiocese for the
Military Services, USA, offered servicemen and women a time to engage in religious activities available at the renowned Catholic
pilgrimage site.

‘A Better Me as I Go Back Home’
Cadet officer Rhyan Ritter experienced a profound spiritual transformation
during Warriors to Lourdes.
“Coming here and being in such a rich spiritual, sacred place has helped
my heart open up and see things from a different light that helped take
this tension off my shoulders,” explained Ritter, who is an officer cadet in
the U.S. Reserve Officers’ Training Corps. “Lourdes has given me
the strength to keep going and live more faithfully as a Catholic.”
To read more and view photos, click here.

A New Catholic School for
Baltimore Children

Mother Mary Lange Catholic School, built with support from
the Order, helps provide a quality, state-of-the-art
Catholic education to children in Baltimore. WATCH VIDEO

Tamino Petelinšek

Evangelizing Culture
with Truth and Love
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly delivered remarks to the
graduating class of the Pontiﬁcal John Paul II Institute for Studies
on Marriage and Family in Washington, D.C., May 10. Twelve
students received graduate-level degrees in theology. Supreme
Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore was the
principal celebrant and homilist for the graduation Mass, which
was held in the Redemptor Hominis Church at the Saint John
Paul II National Shrine, also in Washington. READ MORE
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News for Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus seeks to aid the most vulnerable wherever there is a need. K of C leaders in Canada recently stood up for
the sanctity of life by participating in the National March for Life in Ottawa, while members in Puerto Rico helped rebuild their parish
after it was devastated by a hurricane, and Knights in Ukraine continue to coordinate humanitarian relief for those displaced by war.

Separated by War, United by Prayer
Petro and Oksana Galuga left their home in Kyiv when Russia’s attacks began
on Feb. 24, and traveled to Lviv, more than 500 km (300 miles) to the west.
Oksana, who has struggled with health issues, continued to Warsaw, Poland,
where the older of their two sons has been studying for several years. Petro,
the state secretary of the Knights of Columbus in Ukraine, remained to help
coordinate the Order’s humanitarian work while serving with State Deputy
Yuriy Maletskiy on the Anti-Crisis Committee formed by the Archdiocese of
Lviv. The couple reﬂects on their marriage, their months apart, and their
response to the crisis in their homeland. WATCH VIDEO | READ MORE
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Building a Culture of Life
in Canada
Knights were among the pro-life advocates who assembled at
Parliament Hill in Ottawa to join in Canada’s National March for
Life on May 12. WATCH VIDEO
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Reflecting on Service and Leadership
Archie Wright, a district deputy in the Diocese of Forth Worth,
Texas, was inspired to join the Knights of Columbus after
seeing the Order’s service to the community. Reﬂecting on his
experience as a Knight, he said, “My hope is that the Knights
continue to be leaders in our families, our communities and in
the Church, and that we continue attracting younger Knights
so that this organization can thrive into the future.” WATCH
VIDEO | READ MORE
This video is part of a series highlighting young Knights of
Columbus leaders. Additional videos in the series will be shared
in Knightline in the coming weeks.

Tell others about Knightline
Spirit Juice Studios

Puerto Rican Knights Rebuild
Parish Community after Hurricane
Hurricane Maria devastated the island of Puerto Rico in 2017,
damaging parishes such as Our Lady of Carmen Parish in Ponce.
Since then, the Knights have helped rebuild, while promoting the
dignity of life. WATCH VIDEO
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News for Knights of Columbus
Capt. Roger Donlon, a member of Bishop Gross Council 1019 in Columbus, Ga., since 1961, was the ﬁrst person to receive the Medal
of Honor during the Vietnam War. “I wear this award on behalf of all those that didn’t come home,” he said. On this Memorial Day,
the Knights of Columbus honors all who have made the ultimate sacriﬁce in service to their country.

‘Our Gift to God’
Capt. Roger Donlon was commanding officer of the U.S. Army Special
Forces Detachment A-726 when the Viet Cong launched a pre-dawn
attack on Camp Nam Dong in early July 1964. Despite sustaining
several injuries, Capt. Donlon continued directing the successful
defense operations and rescue of wounded soldiers under heavy
ﬁre. WATCH VIDEO
Spirit Juice Studios

Warriors to Lourdes

‘Honoring a Fallen Soldier’

More than 175 active-duty personnel and veterans from the
United States military participated in the annual Warriors to
Lourdes pilgrimage from May 10-16 in Lourdes, France.
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and the Archdiocese for
the Military Services, USA, the pilgrimage offered military
personnel the opportunity to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of
Lourdes, attend daily Mass, and engage in prayer and
fellowship. WATCH VIDEO

An American Civil War veteran ﬁnally received a proper burial
this past winter thanks, in part, to the efforts of Bishop Charles P.
Greco Council 1134 and Msgr. Anthony Piegay Assembly 328 in
Alexandria, La. More than 100 people attended the ceremony —
including Knights of Columbus and representatives from local
veterans’ organizations — to honor the fallen soldier at
Old Rapides Cemetery in Pineville on Feb. 18. READ MORE

To learn more about this year’s pilgrimage, and to view
photos, click here.

The Knights of Columbus-produced documentary, Armed with
the Faith: The Knights of Columbus and the Military, recently
received a nomination from the Boston/New England Chapter of
the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences for best
sound design. The 40-minute ﬁlm, released in 2020, explores
the Order’s longstanding support for the armed forces and the
natural affinity between the Knights’ principles and the virtues
of military service. WATCH FILM
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Melinda Martinez, The Town Talk

Armed With the Faith
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