Knightline
VOLUME 40 • NUMBER 23 • JUNE 6, 2022
News for Knights of Columbus
Two signiﬁcant military anniversaries occur today, June 6. On this day in 1918, U.S. Army and Marine regiments went on the offensive
during the Battle of Belleau Wood in France — one of the bloodiest and most hard-fought battles of World War I. Last fall,
French Knights made a pilgrimage there to honor the fallen. Twenty-six years after Belleau Wood, on June 6, 1944, Allied forces
stormed Normandy beaches, beginning the drive to liberate France — a major turning point in defeating the Axis powers in Europe.
Among the Knights participating in the D-Day invasion was Master Sgt. Louis Graziano. Today, at 99 years old, Graziano is also the
last-known living witness to the German surrender during World War II.

French Knights Honor
Fallen of Belleau Wood
In June 1918, the Imperial German Army was 35 miles outside Paris and
advancing quickly with aims to capture the city and end the war. To stem
the attack, U.S. regiments arrived at Belleau Wood to ﬁght alongside
the French. On Nov. 21, 2021, a group of Knights of Columbus in France
traveled to Bois Belleau to pay their respects at a monument dedicated
to those who made the ultimate sacriﬁce. WATCH VIDEO
Castletown Media

‘To Bring About Peace’
A Ukrainian delegation consisting of six active-duty military,
four mothers of fallen soldiers, two military officials, two
military chaplains and the bishop for Ukrainian Military
Ordinariate participated in the International Military
Pilgrimage in Lourdes, France, May 13-15, thanks to K of C
ﬁnancial support. WATCH VIDEO

A Witness to War
and Peace
Master Sgt. Louis Graziano survived
the third assault wave at Omaha
Beach during the D-Day invasion,
June 6, 1944. Less than one year
later, he personally witnessed the
German surrender.
READ MORE | WATCH VIDEO
Courtesy of the Graziano family

Tell others about Knightline
Forward this newsletter to Catholic men interested in the Knights,
and let them know they can become a member for free online at
kofc.org/join, using promo code MCGIVNEY2020. You can also
share your questions, feedback and story ideas by emailing
knightline@kofc.org.
Tamino Petelinšek
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News for Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus jurisdiction leaders Orderwide gathered in New Haven, Conn., June 8-12, for the 2022 Organizational Meeting
of State Deputies. Events included Masses, keynote addresses from the supreme knight and supreme chaplain, leadership training
and workshops, and the installation of newly elected state deputies. During the meeting, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly reiterated
his call for Knights to be “Knights of Eucharist,” particularly in support of the National Eucharistic Revival, and he announced a new
pro-life initiative to increase council support for pregnancy resource centers and maternity homes.

‘Lead with Courage and Conviction’
In his keynote address at the Organizational Meeting of State
Deputies, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly called on Knights of Columbus
state deputies to lead with courage, trust in the Lord and make prayer
a priority. He also announced a new initiative called Aid and Support
After Pregnancy, or “ASAP.” Through the program, launching July 1,
the Supreme Council will give $100 for every $500 a council donates
to a pregnancy resource center or a maternity home.
To read more about the meeting and to view photos, click here.
Tamino Petelinšek

The Eucharist: Source of
Our Healing and Hope
The National Eucharistic Revival,
a three-year initiative called for
by the U.S. Catholic Conference
of Catholic Bishops and supported
by the Knights of Columbus, will
begin Sunday, June 19 — the
feast of Corpus Christi in the
United States.

Knights of the Eucharist
From coast to coast and in jurisdictions around the world,
Knights play a role in strengthening eucharistic faith in their
parishes: regularly participating in Mass, organizing Holy Hours,
and leading eucharistic processions.
Now, with the launch of the National Eucharistic Revival this
month, all members are urged to deepen their devotion to Jesus
Christ in the holy Eucharist through prayer, faithful attendance
at Mass and adoration. READ MORE

Featuring interviews with top
Catholic speakers and inspiring
portraits of eucharistic devotion,
Josh Applegate
The Eucharist: Source of Our
Healing and Hope is a 19-minute video that seeks to show the
truth of the Real Presence and inspire Catholics to renew and
deepen their devotion to Christ in the Eucharist.
Watch the full video, a short trailer, and other resources for
the National Eucharistic Revival at kofc.org/Eucharist.
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News for Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus around the world are called to respond to their neighbors’ needs, whether by assisting refugees of war, providing
relief to those affected by natural disasters, or helping a local food pantry keep its shelves stocked. Below are some of the latest
examples of the Order’s work through the Ukraine Solidarity Fund and Knights rising to the speciﬁc challenges of their communities.

Order Forges Partnerships
to Help Ukrainians

Photo by Sebastian Nycz

To help provide relief to displaced people in Ukraine and
refugees who have ﬂed to Poland, the Knights of Columbus
has forged key partnerships with organizations such as the
Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) and Caritas,
and has received vital support from various individuals and
groups, including U.S.-based Goya Foods. WATCH VIDEO
Father Marek Bator, director of Caritas Częstochowa, and Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly exchange
jackets April 14 during the supreme knight’s Holy Week visit to Poland and Ukraine. The exchange
took place at the Caritas-run retreat center outside Częstochowa that is serving as an orphanage
for more than 100 Ukrainian refugee children with support from the Order’s Ukraine Solidarity Fund.

New Mexico Wildfire Relief

Crafting Crosses for Charity

The Hermits Peak/Calf Canyon Fire is the largest wildﬁre in New
Mexico state history, consuming more than 300,000 acres and
forcing 25,000 people to evacuate. Since early May, Knights from
Nuestra Señora Del Rosario Council 10517 in Santa Fe have been
helping to provide displaced families with basic necessities
including food, water and clothing. WATCH VIDEO | READ MORE

A Knight in New City, N.Y., used his talent for making crafts out
of stained glass to help his council feed families in need.
Members of St. Augustine’s Council 15192 distributed more than
60 crosses and collected $2,000 in donations for the Rockland
County Catholic Charities Food Pantry. READ MORE

Tell others about Knightline
Forward this newsletter to Catholic men interested in the
Knights, and let them know they can become a member for
free online at kofc.org/join, using promo code MCGIVNEY2020.
You can also share your questions, feedback and story ideas by
emailing knightline@kofc.org.

Photo by Spirit Juice Studios
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News for Knights of Columbus
On June 24, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a Mississippi law banning abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy, concurrently overturning
Roe v. Wade, the landmark ruling that legalized abortion nationwide nearly 50 years ago. The Knights of Columbus is now
strengthening its support for pregnancy resources centers and maternity homes through ASAP, a new pro-life initiative announced
earlier this month.

‘Proclaim the Dignity of
Every Human Life’

Mothers and Children First

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly acclaimed the Supreme Court’s
decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization in a
June 24 statement, calling the ruling “one of the most signiﬁcant
advancements in human rights in our nation’s history.” He added,
“In a post-Roe world, the Knights will continue to be there for
mothers and their children, and we will continue to proclaim the
dignity of every human life.” READ MORE

Discernment in Daily Family Life
Several members of the Knights of Columbus and their families
participated in the 10th World Meeting of Families in Rome, which
gathered under the theme “Family Life: A Vocation and a Path to
Holiness” June 22-26. Soren Johnson, a member of Holy Family
Council 6831 in Leesburg, Va., and his wife, Ever — pictured below
with their ﬁve children — were among the speakers on June 25.
READ MORE

On June 10, Supreme Knight Kelly announced the ASAP (Aid
and Support After Pregnancy) program, a new initiative to
strengthen K of C assistance for pregnancy resource centers
and maternity homes. For every $500 that a council donates
to a qualifying pregnancy resource center or maternity home
— up to $2,000 — the Supreme Council will add $100, a 20%
increase. READ MORE | WATCH HERE
For more than a decade, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Council
13300 in Wildwood, Fla., has assisted Hands of Mercy
Everywhere (HOME), a Christian-based residential group
home for teenage girls, and pregnant or parenting teens in
the foster care system. Since 2004, the organization has
served more than 1,500 young women. WATCH HERE
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